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TOPIC ONE: MACHIAVELLI'S VIEW OF HUMAN NATURE, HOW THIS HELP EXPLAIN WHAT HE SAYS ABOUT THE WAY A PRINCE RULES, AND APPLYING MACHIAVELLI TO A CURRENT OR HISTORICAL RULER AND ASSESSING THE VALUE OF MACHIAVELLI'S WORK
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 The work of Niccolò Machiavelli has had a significant impact on politics and in understanding governance. In offering advice to the Prince, Machiavelli examined the nature of human beings and what could make a leader gain and retain power in different principalities. His view concerning human nature is that men are greedy and do anything to achieve power and acquire wealth. Machiavelli maintains that people tend to associate themselves with successful individuals and are determined to follow blindly whatever the person in authority says.[footnoteRef:1] The idea concerning humans was that people are unpredictable and can change based on desires at any given chance. He thus saw humans as full of desires and the need to attain their goals.  [1: Balbir Sihag, S. "Kautilya and Machiavelli on Justice, Prosperity and National Security." Theoretical Economics Letters 7, no. 03 (2017): 381.] 

The opinion of Machiavelli guided his understanding of how a prince should rule. Machiavelli argues that the Prince should use state armies in defending the state rather than mercenaries and auxiliaries from other rulers.[footnoteRef:2] According to Machiavelli, the auxiliaries and mercenaries are useless and dangerous since they are disloyal and ambitious. A prince who uses the soldiers he has no control over might betray him and turn against the state. A principality should therefore not rely on the militaries instructed by other princes. A prince should also assume the position of the commander of the army to govern the soldiers. Also, a prince should train and exercise as he controls the state armies. Machiavelli further argues that the Prince should always think of war and be prepared to go into war. A prince needs to understand aspects of the state such as the terrain of the land, the nature of the rivers, and the mountains as they help the Prince prepare for war.[footnoteRef:3]    [2: Niccolò Machiavelli. "The Prince". Earlymoderntexts.Com. 2017. https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/machiavelli1532.pdf. 
]  [3: Ibid, 32. ] 

Machiavelli also claims that although spending freely builds a good reputation and a sign of generosity for a prince, it is risky.[footnoteRef:4] A leader who doesn't spend freely might be criticized by the subjects, which might destroy his reputation. A miser prince might also be considered unable to manage the state and be hated by the subjects, which then compromise the ability to retain power. While the subjects might like a leader who spends freely, it might affect his ability to defend the state during a war. A prince should not burden the subjects through taxes due to the poor management of his and state wealth. Machiavelli advises the Prince to spend wisely to build their reputation and be in the position to defend a principality.   [4: Ibid, 34. ] 

Also, Machiavelli argued that a prince should rather be loved than feared despite it being a challenge. According to Machiavelli, a prince should be regarded as merciful and not cruel. He claims that as much as being loved is hard, a prince should try not to be hated.[footnoteRef:5] A compassionate leader keeps the subject united but, at the same time, should not be quick at believing what they are told. Fear is associated with cruelty has its dangers to the reputation of a leader. A prince is loved by being merciful and finding considerate precautions before as cruelty makes the subjects make lose trust in their leader. Machiavelli thus encouraged the ruler to be moderate, but he should be loved rather than being feared. [5: Ibid, 35. ] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The ideas of Machiavelli can be applied in the leadership of Adolf Hitler and how he government Germany. For instance, Hitler used the military under the Nazi party to gain influence and later took control of the government in 1933.[footnoteRef:6] Hitler also took control of the army which he then expanded, which he used in conquering other territories. Hitler used dictatorship, and his leadership destroyed German as he committed suicide before the state surrendered to the allied forces. Machiavelli proposes what a prince should do to acquire prestige and would be significant in understanding Hitler's leadership. He claims that a prince should set a good example to the state through good conduct.[footnoteRef:7] Hitler, for instance, ruled with a dictatorship that made his subjects hate him, thus compromising his reign.  The work of Machiavelli is therefore of great importance as his ideas are applicable in world politics. The views of Machiavelli also help build the concept of morality and how leaders should govern their subjects.     [6: Christopher Fohl. "Power and Vulnerability: How We Can Be Influenced." Line by Line: A Journal of Beginning Student Writing 5, no. 2 (2019): 9.]  [7: Niccolò Machiavelli. "The Prince". Earlymoderntexts.Com. 2017. https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/machiavelli1532.pdf. 
] 
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